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1. Imagine having to speak to an audience of Italians, Turks, 

Iranians, Ethiopians, and Iraqis all at the same time.  What 

language would you use?  Who would miss out on the message 

because of the choice you had made?   

2.  

It would not be hard to expect that some of your hearers would 

be more capable of receiving the message than others.  And if 

you discovered that, in fact, everyone was understanding the 

point of your message, that would be awe-inspiring, miraculous 

indeed! 

 

3. It would already be a miracle if all the hearers of only one ethnic 

group caught what was being said.  We know how hard that is.  

Even today people leave church having heard different things in 

the homily—some of them even the exact opposite of what the 

homilist intended.  

4.  

But that the disciples found their words were conveying 

authentically the message of what was being offered to them 

was above and beyond any reasonable expectation.  This crowd 

of assorted people from all over were being welcomed into a 

community of genuinely diverse people from any and every 

culture.  They were beginning to form a “catholic,” that is, 

universal community. 

 

5. In today’s second reading St. Paul admits that such a community 

is a challenge for everyone concerned.  It sounds so simple when 

he says it: “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the 

same Spirit.” But his point is that those who take part in such 



diversity put themselves on the path to become all they were 

created to be. 

 

6. Recognizing the diversity of the gifts of the Holy Spirit leads 

each of us to strive to make sure that everyone so gifted is called 

forth and given the opportunity to contribute their best for the 

good of all.  When we put our gifts at the service of such a 

aspiration, it’s easy to see that we can reap the 100-fold benefits 

that Jesus promises those who follow him. 

 

7. We see the effects of using one’s gifts to foster the effective of 

the gifts of others in our daily life.  I’ve heard basketball 

coaches comment on the play of one of their players and say 

something like, “When he (she) is on the court, his (her) play 

makes everyone else better.”  What a compliment that is! We 

recognize the truth of the statement. 

 

8. The Pentecost story proclaims that the gifts of the Spirit are able 

to empower us to overcome the differences that divide the 

human community.   

 

9. Paul’s analogy of the body of Christ teaches that every person 

has the potential to be a vessel of grace—putting the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit they have received at the service of others, and 

finding that the Lord is repaying them generously for the effort 

in how they are graced by the other members of the body. 

 

10. St. John presents the descent of the Holy Spirit as happening on 

the day of Jesus’ resurrection. Life in the Spirit is the new 

creation that brings peace and reconciliation which help the 

body flourish. 
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11. Jesus acts in the same fashion as at the moment of the 

original creation when the spirit of the Lord moved upon 

the waters of chaos.  Jesus breathes on the disciples and 

says “Receive the Holy Spirit.” With that gift the disciples 

are made capable of carrying on his mission of forgive-

ness and reconciliation with the Father and with all 

creation. 
 

12. The Acts story says that 3,000 people were baptized on the day 

of Pentecost—all those Iranians, Iraqis, Turks, Asians, Africans 

and Europeans-the known world of the New Testament.  From 

the very beginning the movement of the Spirit breaks through all 

sorts of barriers; not only language and place of origin, but just 

as much the reluctance to engage others in an authentic 

encounter. 

That’s still a challenge to our hope and faith.  But each we week 

we take it upon ourselves to proclaim “I believe in the Holy 

Spirit.”  We say we believe it can be done.  People of every race, 

language and way of life can be formed into a community of 

disciples which function in an integrated fashion as the body of 

Christ for the sake of the salvation of the world. 

 

13. But we should check ourselves.  Are we really willing to be led 

beyond our comfortable worlds to form communities that in-

clude such diversity and different points of view?  Such com-

munities spring from grace.  They cannot be imposed, only em-

braced.  Pentecost promises that the results are worth the effort. 
 

[St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone provided the raw material for this homily.  She serves on the congregational 

leadership team of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.] 


